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Dear Habitual Friends 

 

If a visitor should remark, “I see your church is dedicated to the memory 
of St Francis of Assisi. Who was he?” What would you answer? 
 

“As the son of a rich businessman in thirteenth-century Italy, Francis 
enjoyed a careless, spendthrift youth with a group of likeminded friends. 
His conversion after a serious illness changed the direction of his life, so 
that his generous, happy-go-lucky nature was surrendered to God. He 
founded and built up a company of friars (the word means 'brothers') 
vowed to absolute poverty, who spread through Europe, preaching the 

gospel of God’s love in Jesus Christ. 

Throughout the centuries Francis has 
never been without a multitude of 
admirers. His claim to the high regard 
of Christians rests on his Christ-likeness. 
To the eyes of many he seems to have 
approached more nearly to the likeness 
of the Saviour than any other Christian - 
a view which an incident towards the 
end of his life may appear to confirm. 
While he was praying on Mount La 
Verna, the marks of the wounds of the 
crucified Lord appeared on his hands 
and feet and side, and remained with 
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him till the day of his death. 

However this may be explained, it is certain that his utter poverty rebukes 
our undue dependence upon material things, and no one since Christ 
himself has so manifested the unconquerable joy of the gospel. The Little 
Flowers of St Francis, a collection of tales about Francis and his 
companions, can bring alive to the modern reader something of the 
spiritual beauty of this extraordinary man.”  

[Saints and Seasons, CPSA 1993, p. 108] 

As we remember our St Francis of Assisi on October 4th this and every 
year, let us follow his example and walk in the steps of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, striving to become more and more like Him. 

                                                                                                            Blessings, Reggie  

     

Peacemakers 

“Peacemakers truly “make” peace; they 
build peace and friendship in society. To 
those who sow peace Jesus makes this 
magnificent promise: “They will be called 
children of God” (Mt  5:9). He told his 
disciples that, wherever they went, they 
were to say: “Peace to this house!" (Lk 10:5).  
 

The word of God exhorts every believer to 
work for peace, “along with all who call 
upon the Lord with a pure heart” (cf. 2 
Tim  2:22), for “the harvest of righteousness 
is sown in peace by those who make peace” 
(Jas  3:18).  
 

And if there are times in our community when we question what ought to 
be done, “let us pursue what makes for peace” (Rom  14:19), for unity is 
preferable to conflict.” ( Is 1:17). 

Pope Francis Gaudete et Exsultate, 88 

     



Prayer Garden Development 

Please watch the Sunday Pew Slip for dates on which we will have Graden 
Workpartys for all who are committed to a miniature garden. 

1. Garden of Eden 2. Nativity 
3. Jesus in the Desert 4. Samaritan Woman at the Well 
5. A Highway in the Desert 6. The Empty Tomb 
7. Labyrinth  

Please contact Alton [072 660 7663] or Beryl [083 388 4652] if you would like to 
be involved in any way with developing our Garden. 

Please let us know if you would like to purchase one of our Prayer Garden 
benches, a water fountain, light post or a bird bath, and dedicate it to the 
memory of a loved one.   

We still require donations for: 

 Glass sliding doors at the back of the Altar in the Chapel.  

 The construction of a deck on the outside of the Chapel, behind the Altar 

 Water storage tanks which will be placed below the outside deck to collect 
more rainwater for the Prayer Garden. 

 
     

Just as St Francis is a model to us of someone who really loved and followed 
Jesus, so we all ought to be modelling this Christian way of life to others today. 

Please consider the claims of this following article put out by J-Life Training: 

 From Telling to Modelling 

In the early stages of my Christian life, the Lord connected me to a man who laid 
a strong foundation in my life. He did this by modelling the priorities of prayer 
and the study of God’s Word. This man’s example motivated me to start 
practicing prayer and studying Gods Word early on in my walk with the Lord. 
Through him, I learnt that one of the best ways to enforce behavioural change in 
an individual is through modelling. 

The Meaning of Modelling 
The word Modelling comes from the word Model and means: A standard or 
example for imitation or comparison. 
 

Modelling is an intentional act for the purpose of shaping people in the direction 
that they would like to go, in order to achieve their intended goal or purpose. 

http://jlife.org.za/index.php/2018/09/11/from-telling-to-modeling/


This is done by providing a pattern of behaviour, or conduct and living out a set 
of values. 
 

The Role of Modelling in Mobilising Disciplemaking 
Modelling in mobilising a disciplemaking movement refers to intentionally 
demonstrating a way of living that will bring about behavioural change in 
kingdom leaders or followers. There cannot be effective multiplication and 
growth without a model. Any movement or person that has made history has 
often been thanks to the model (person) they chose to align themselves with. 
The theme of modelling is very consistent throughout Scripture. For example, in 
2 Chronicles 34 we read the story of Josiah who became a king at age of 8. The 
Bible records that Josiah succeeded because he followed in the examples of his 
ancestors David. Paul succeeded in ministry because he followed the example of 
Jesus Christ and encouraged the Corinthians to do the same (1 Corinthians 11:1). 
This is why it is so important to walk the talk; people follow the doers and not 
the talkers. Adopting Jesus as our model for life and ministry is very important – 
especially in these times where there is a lot of deception and the centrality of 
the Word of God is rare in many churches. 
 

It is very important to note that people 
will be quick to follow or adopt any 
practice that they have seen producing 
good results. Teaching people through 
modelling is one of the most effective 
ways of transferring or passing on Jesus 
life to the next generation. While it is 
crucial that we point the leaders we are 
working with to Jesus model of 
multiplying movements of 
disciplemaking, it is also important for us 
model it to them. 
 

Examples from the Life of Jesus 
A careful study of the life and ministry of Jesus Christ reveals that Jesus strategy 
of multiplying movements was done through modelling and not just telling. 
There are many examples of this in the life of Jesus. Once such instance is found 
in Luke 11. When Jesus finished praying, His disciples came to Him and asked, 
Master teach us how to pray. The disciples witnessed the results produced from 
the prayers of their master and they had no choice but to ask Him to teach them 
how to pray. It was first modelling and then teaching. In another account, Jesus 
tells His disciples to love each other just as I have loved you (John 15:12). 



Multiplying movements of disciplemaking takes place by modelling. If we want to 
see a movement of disciplemaking take place in our communities and nations, 
we need to be personally involved with disciplemaking. We cannot merely tell 
people what they should be doing. We need to model it for them. 
 

How to Move from Telling to Modelling 
The question that we need to ask ourselves is how do we move from telling to 
modelling? 
 

Firstly, we have to put on the character of Jesus; our attitudes, actions, words 
and lifestyle must reflect Jesus. This is very crucial for us to understand on a 
personal level, as well as to share with the people we are discipling. A man I am 
journeying with once said to me: I think the only way to be effective is to be like 
Jesus. His statement excited my soul! 
 

Secondly, multiplying movements of disciplemakers must start with each of us at 
our local church level and in the city where we are. This will give us credibility to 
the churches and leaders we are working with. 
 

Thirdly, going deep with an individual or small group is an effective step in the 
modelling process. If we model well at the go deep level we will bear good fruit. 
It is undeniable that moving from telling to modelling is crucial to multiplying 
movements of disciplemakers as well as to transferring Christ’s character and 
life to the next generation. If we neglect modelling, we are going to produce a 
Christianity that will have no substance and the end result will be a godless 
generation. Today, we have Christians scattered all over the world because Jesus 
modelled a movement of disciplemaking. The pattern that Christ demonstrated 
to the world was modelled by the Apostles,  and this was continued by the early 
church Fathers and subsequently modelled by many other disciplemakers down 
through the ages. The call, and challenge, is for us to join in this and model 
Christs way to those we are discipling! 

 
     

Ekuphileni Respite Care & Support Centre 

Having identified a need for a respite centre in the Katlehong Archdeaconry. Mtr 
Lulama Ndebele established the Ekuphileni Respite Care & Support Cenre in 
January 2014. The Centre is registered as an NPO and is approved to eventually 
accommodate 20 elderly persons. 



Presently, special consent has been granted to accommodate 4 elderly patients 
or clients at 127 Steenbok Avenue, Leondale. This home presently consists of 
two, bedrooms, two bathrooms, a kitchen, dining room and a balcony. 

Mtr Lulama has two young women working with her at present, whom she is 
training. They also provide a community service in the area, visiting the homes of 
elderly sick persons to clean their rooms, wash and feed these patients and 
ensure that they take their prescribed medication regularly. Plans are to expand 
the facilities of the house, so that patients can be accommodated in one place, 
allowing effective caring with the existing personnel. 

Mtr Lulama has approved plans and has launched a building project to expand 
the facilities.  

Anyone who is able to help should please contact Mtr Lulama at 127 Steenbok 
Avenue, Leondale , on e-mail: ekuphilenircsc@gmail.com, or on Cell number 
072 631 4990. 

     

From the Diocese of the Highveld 

 2018 Bp David Beetge Memorial Lecture: Please save the date for the 2018 
Lecture.  Diocese of the Highveld clergy can book tickets at the early bird 
rate of R700 per ticket. 

 National Day of Prayer for South Africa : 25 November 2018, FNB Stadium.  
Please diarise. 

 The Siyalalela Counselling Course, normally conducted on Saturdays over a 
period of two to three months, is once again on offer as a block residential 
option.  This is particularly suitable for all those wishing to attend a 
counselling course who live in the South of our Diocese, or who would 
prefer to complete the training in a block, rather than over a series of 
weekends.  Those who live close by may attend on a non-residential basis. 
The cost then would be R520 per person. 
1 X 4 DAYS TRAINING   WED 16H00 – SUNDAY 16H00 DATE:  31 OCT- 04 
NOV 2018  

Four nights of accommodation at Bird Life in 

Wakkerstroom.  Twin bedded rooms.  Shared 

ablutions.       

Us of communal kitchen, dining-room and 

conference room included.     

 @ R180 pp per night x 

4   = R720.00 pp 

mailto:ekuphilenircsc@gmail.com


4 lunches and 4 dinners , 8 x tea and 

coffee;  Note:  Breakfast to be brought to the 

workshop by each participant according to 

their own needs.   

@ R65 per meal per 

person = R520.00pp 

                                            Total Cost per person R1240.00 per person 
 

Please note:  Wakkerstroom is 280km away from the Diocesan Office. Travel 
time is approx. three hour. Please register with Deacon Gwynne Lawlor 083 
2299984. 

     

Parish Notices 

 Prayer Guide Course – 26 to 28 October 

 SACRED PAUSES  is a 4 Day Individually Directed Advent Retreat Thursday, 29 
November – Monday, 3 December St Benedict’s House, Rosettenville 
Cost: R1 935.00 per person. Please speak to Fr Reggie or Cherie if you would 

like to attend. 

 Gala Dinner: 30 November 

 Poverty Eradication Day, 17 October. Please 

see Parish Notice Board. 

 PARISH 2019 PLANNING MEETING 

Saturday, 20 October 15:00 – 16:00 

All parish group leaders to attend the 2019 Parish Planning Meeting with your event 

dates and budget requirements. 

 See weekly  Pew Slip for regular meetings and services 
     

Dedicated Giving – 2018 

In recent months we have made an appeal to Parishioners to bring their 
Dedicated giving up to date.  

Thank you to those who have responded – we can now see the difference in our 
income figures. If you have not yet responded, please see what you can do. Every 
Rand is vital for the running of your Parish. Actual figures will be placed on the 
Notice Board. 

 
 



 

Dedicated Giving: R X 1000 

     

Parish Contact Details 

Office hours (weekdays): 08.30 - 16.00 
                 Website  

 
    E-mail addresses: 

www.sfc.org.za 

 011 867 5922  Secretary: sec@sfc.org.za  

 086 238 0686  Administrator: admin@sfc.org.za 

 PO Box 11346 RANDHART 1457  Rector: rector@sfc.org.za 

BANKING DETAILS: Standard Bank - Alberton 

Account Name: The Parish of St Francis  Account No:  421855282 

 TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Rector:     Rev Reggie Venter    Tel    011 867 5922 Cell    079 506 6660 

Secretary:     Mpumi Mapholoba Tel    011 867 5922   

Administrator:  Patricia Lendis-Hartnick Tel 011 867 5922   

Verger:  Ace Padi Cell 079 795 8508   

Church Wardens:  Keith Holliman Tel 011 867 4258 Cell 082 900 5468 

  Pheli Mbambo Tel 011 021 6428 Cell 083 397 0024 

Prayer Chain:  Kay Peace     Cell 082 401 0645 
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If for whatever reason you cannot meet your commitment this year, please 
let Patricia or Fr Reggie know via e-mail. This information will be kept 
confidential but assist us greatly in understanding if we will be able to meet 
our financial obligations each month and to ‘cut our cloth’ accordingly. 

http://www.sfc.org.za/
mailto:sec@sfc.org.za
mailto:admin@sfc.org.za
mailto:rector@sfc.org.za

